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ture can no more be learned from a history of literature than 
arithmetic from a history of arithmetic. The book instructs, 
appeals to the imagination, has a delightful literary flavor, and 
is full of heart. It reveals the scholar's instinct, the litterateur's 
appreciation and taste, and the teacher's interpretative power. 
Wonderfully refreshing, stimulating, and suggestive, the little 
volume will awaken interest in the best literature and prove 
helpful in the hands of the teacher, the student, and the general 
reader. R. H. H. 



A Handbook of Norse Mythology. By Karl Mortensen, University of 
Copenhagen. Translated by A. Clinton Crowell. New York : Thomas 
Y. Crowell Company. 

The translation of this work from the Danish into English by 
Professor Crowell of Brown University brings to the students of 
Germanic languages and to the general reader a volume of 
interest and value. After a general introduction, the work is 
divided into four sections dealing mainly with the Chief Gods 
and Myths, Forms of Worship and Religious Life, and Hero 
Sagas. The division of each section into numbered paragraphs 
with topical headings in bold-faced type, and the illustrations 
and index add to the attractiveness and usefulness of the volume 
as a reference book. The chief value of this little book of 208 
pages lies in the simple presentation of introductory facts about 
Norse mythology which should serve to stimulate interest and 
incite further study of the subject. R. H. H. 



Ecclesiasticus. Edited by W. 0. E. Oesterley. Cambridge : at the Uni- 
versity Press. 

This edition of Ecclesiasticus, the latest volume of the Cam- 
bridge Bible for Schools and Colleges, is edited by a well-known 
biblical student and maintains the high level of scholarship es- 
tablished by the previous publications in the series. The intro- 
duction contains a study of the title, authorship, and date ; an 
analysis of the contents and character of the book ; an historical 
sketch of the times ; an investigation as to the place and use of 
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the book in the Jewish and Christian churches ; and a discussion 
of the original language in which it was written, together with a 
comparison of the various manuscripts and versions. 

The Constructive Quarterly. A journal of faith, work and thought of 
Christendom. Edited by Silas McBee. New York: George H. Doran 
Company. Vol. I, Nos. i, 2, and 3. #2.50 yearly; 75 cents the copy 
Issued in March, June, September, and December. 

In the first issue the editorial policy is set forth as follows : 
"This Journal has been founded in the conviction that a con- 
structive treatment of Christianity will make for a better under- 
standing between the isolated Communions of Christendom. It 
is not neutral territory that is sought .... but rather common 
ground where loyalty to Christ and to convictions about Him 
and His Church will be secure from the tendency to mere com- 
promise or to superficial comprehension. This journal is and 
must be unofficial. The Churches are not and in the nature of 
things cannot make themselves responsible for it" 

The editor's experience with the Churchman and the unusual 
opportunity afforded him on his recent "eirenic itinerary" to 
become acquainted with leading scholars and theologians through- 
out Europe and the Orient have rendered him peculiarly fit for the 
ambitious and difficult task he has undertaken. From America, 
Germany, France, Italy, Belgium, Russia, Great Britain, India, 
and the Orient, he has enlisted for his Editorial Board the 
services of fifty select men whose reputation is world-wide. 
That they have responded generously to the call of the editor is 
clear from the representative character of the contributors and 
articles in these first three issues. In looking over some of the 
articles one is impressed with the spirit of goodfellowship and 
liberality exhibited by all contributors alike and with the earnest 
desire expressed by them to bring about a better understanding 
among the various sects and religions of the world ; and inspired 
by their views, one is even led to hope that in the history of 
mankind before the lapse of many generations religious perse- 
cution will become a thing of the past. "The merit of the Con- 
structive is exceedingly great," declares Archbishop Platon in his 
article on Unity in the September issue, " since it has succeeded 



